We read with interest the article by VanDerMeid et al. 1 The authors found that tear proteins such as MMP-9 correlate with Schirmer test values. However, they did not mention whether the correlation remains after adjustment for the effect of age, a determination that is critical for the interpretation of these data. An analysis of the authors' data in their Table 1 shows that the age of the participants correlated inversely with the Schirmer values in the left eye (r ϭ Ϫ0.415; P ϭ 0.025), but not in the right.
